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DAIRY INDUSTRY — SOUTH WEST — BY-PRODUCTS DISPOSAL LICENCE 
845. Hon DARREN WEST to the parliamentary secretary representing the Minister for 

Agriculture and Food: 
I refer to the difficulties being faced by a proposed cheese business in the south west and the difficulty in 
acquiring a licence to dispose of by-products such as whey. 
(1) What action has the minister or his department taken to help the dairy industry to resolve these 

difficulties? 
(2) Is a time line in place to resolve these difficulties and when does the minister expect the required 

licence to be granted? 
(3) Is the minister aware that if these difficulties are resolved, it will open up a new domestic market for 

WA milk? 
(4) Has the minister or his department had any discussions with cheese processing companies on this matter 

and what has been achieved from those discussions? 
Hon JIM CHOWN replied: 
I thank the honourable member for some notice of the question. 
(1) The minister and the Department of Agriculture and Food have consulted with Brownes Dairy and 

regulatory authorities on the matter of the company gaining relevant approvals to dispose of whey. 
DAFWA has facilitated options for the whey to be disposed of by compost. 

(2) At the end of August 2016, both the Shire of Capel and the Shire of Dardanup granted temporary 
one-year licences for the irrigation of whey, subject to the company meeting certain conditions. 
Compost disposal options are also now available to whey and are subject to a commercial decision. 

(3) Yes. 
(4) DAFWA has cooperated with the state’s major dairy companies—Brownes and Parmalat—

WAFarmers, the Department of State Development and the international trade and investment offices to 
identify opportunities to utilise surplus seasonal milk. Cheese manufacturing is one of several that have 
been considered. 
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